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EPITOME OF CURRENT MEDICAL LITERATURE.

MEDICINE.

1.51. 011 Folliculitis.
PAGE and BUSHNELL (Jontrnt. Indust. Hygieze, June, 1921)
investig,ated skin affections due to oils, pa}rticuilarly
machine oils, and thiey suggest the term oil folliculitis,"
since in the case- of machine oils the trouble is dlue to
mechanical plugging, followed by iniflammation and in-
fection ot the follicles. All types of oil are liable to
produce skin affections if in contact with thie skin for some

length of time, the oil acting as a carrier of infectious
material froom one individual to another, cleanliness being
most imlportant in prevention. Workmen on cutting
machines should be careful to avoid contamination of the
oil by saliva, and those withi slkin (liseases should be
removed from work with oils. Although oils may bc
sterile and free from dust wlhen sold they soon become
contamilinated after use, but by heating to 700 C. for tliirty
minutes all dangerous pathogenic bacteria can be clestroyed,
and it is best to use oil whiclh lhas been rendered free f romi
dust, anid especially metal particles. Waste and rags used
in cleansing the hands should. not be exchanged, and
clothing saturated with oil should not be worn. Researches
by the staff of E. F. Houghton and Co. on the " causes of

skin sores ancl boils among metal workers " show that
0.2 per cent. to 1 per cent. ichthyol contained in some oils
will produce skin lesions, and oils pressed from crude
solid paraffln contain an irritating substance, while lard
oil may contain bacteria. Added germicides are unsatis-
factory, the worker's cleanliness being the most imiportant
prophylactic, combined with daily filtration andl steriliza-
tion to reduce the danger of contamination from: careless
workmen.

152. Arterial Hypertension and Typhoid Fever.

LEMIERRE and PIEDELIIEVRE (Butll. et Mein. Soc. MIed. des
H6p. de Paris, June 2nd, 1921) record the case of a man,
aged 32, wlho in the third week of a moderate attack of
typlhoid fever suddenly developed polyuria, the atmlount of
urine rising from 11 to 31 litres in the twenty-four houirs.
The maximumi blood pressure as measured by Pachon's
sphygnionmanometerwas 21, and the minimum pressure 11,
in mnatrked contrast witlh the hypotelnsion which is the rule
in typlhoid fever. On the afternoon of the same day pro-
fuse epistaxis followed by intestinal. haemorrhagle occurred,
and death took place from pulmnonary complications.
Teissier in 1900, aunl subsequently Crile, Carriere and Dan-
court, Huchard and Amblard, Baraci, Olmern, and- Roger
and Voisin, showed that a sudden rise of blood pressure in
typhoid fever was a bad prognostic. The hypertension
does Dot herald intestinal haemorrhage only, but may be a
premiionitory sign of intestinal perforation, pulmonary.com-
plications, or delirium. The hypertension in tbe present
case was accompanied by two svmptoms not hitherto de
scribed in this connexiou, narely, polyuria and epistaxis.

153. The Oculo-cardiac Reflex In Syphilis.
THIBIFRGE and BOUTELIER (Arch. des nial. d- coeur, etc.,
May, 1921), in a paper read before the Fourteenth French-
Congress of Medicine at Brussels, state that loss of the
oculo-cardiac reflex is frequent in syphilis. It may occur
in the primnary stage, but is more frequent in the seconJiddry
stage. and still more in the tertiary stage and in syphilis of
the nervous system., in which it is observed in four-fi-fths
of the cases. In patients who show nervous symptoms at
an early stagle the changes in the reflex are in no way
related to the nervous manifestations, nor is there any
parallelism between the meningeal symptoms and changes
in the reflex. lnvestigation of the oculo-cardiac reflex is
not therefore of any diagnostic or prodnostic value in
nervous syphilis, but the frequency of the loss of the reflex
deserves to be known, it only to avoid attributing it to
some intercurrent affection.-

151. The Symptomnatology of Lethargic Encaphalitis.

HOLMSTROM (Hy/.giea, April 16th and 30th, 1921) discusses
the symiptomatolody of lethargic encephalitis, of which
he has seen twenty-seven cases, with special reference to

its nervous and mental manifestations. He distingaishes
between the drowsy mental state of this disease and
physiological - sleep, .-poiting -out.- that on recovery the
patient often -declares--that he was not actually agseep,
that his brain, on the contrai'y, was resEtessly engaged at

the time with a tangle of thoughts. Walking from normal
sleep a person usually takes a measurable interval of
time to become fully conscious, whereas in the case of
lethargic encephalitis the transition' fromi sleeping " to
being wide awale is not thus marked; all that happens is
that closedeyes are opened. In all the author's twenty-
seven cases more or less well-marlked noy-stagmus was
found; it' was an early symptom- demonstrable in the
febrile stage of the disease. Sometiines it passed off before
the patient became afebrile, but as a rule it ifersistedl
longer than the fever. Another early symptom' was
diplopia, anld in two cases this vas the first symlptomll
observedl by the patient. Six of the twenty-seven cases
termi'inated fatally.

155. Tuberculosis Simulating Chronic Bronchitis.
PISSAVY (La iendecine, May, 1921) statcs that, in old persons
especially, pulmonary tuberculosis often simulates chronic
bronchitis andc emphysema. In such cases tile getieral.
conditioni is little affected, and the person in question,
proviled certain precautions are taken, is able to carry
on his ordinary occupation. Such cases, however, are
extremely dangerous to their environment, an(d both in
private and hospital practice tuberculosis is ofteni disseini-
nated by persons who are supposed to be suffering mnerely,
fronm chronic bronchlitis andl emplhyscmna. Pissavy recoixn-
mencds that in all cases of chronic bronchitis a careful
examination slhould be made as to the cause of the con-
dition, as, apart from gas poisoning, he considers tlhere
arc only four causes of chronic bronchitis- namely,
asthma, lesions of the nasopharynix, kidney disease, and
cardiac insufficiency. If none of these factors is present,
examnination of the sputum for tubercle bacilli slhouild bo
made at least five or six times at more or less distant
intervals before tuberculosis can be exclude(l.

155. * Lethargic Encephalitis.
MOLHANT (Le Scalpel, April 30th, 1921) draws attention to
the frequency of relapses (it may be at long intervals),
often affecting quite a different part of the nervous system,
in lethargic encephalitis. The author does not think it
wise to group hiccouglh or attacks of trigeminal neuralgia
with encephalitis unless there is clear evidence of a;
prim:ary attack- of -what is crearly encep'halitis. As com*-
pared with poliomyelitis anterior, the lesions of encephal-
itis 'are much less degenerative, in type, and consequently
of better prognosis. From their resemblance to those of
trypanosomiasis and Sydenham's chorea, the author was
led to try atoxyl in daily injections of 10 cg., and in the
two cases reported he found it clearly beneficial. En-
cephalitis may have a peripheral localization, affecting
the posterior nerve roots. -- In these cases, there often
persists some slight choreic movements, m-iarked- vaso-
n-otor and trophic troubles, and early swelling of joints.,
In this class of case sulpharsenol seemned of berefit. .

1l57. ~ Hereditary Diabetes Insipidus.
JhANSEN and BROEKMAN (Nederl. Tijdschr. v. Geneesk., May
7thp 1921) report fourteen cases of dibbetes insipidus which
occurred in five generations except in the second, in Which
apparently no member was ra*ected. Four of the cases
were males and ten females, contrary to the general rule
that hereditary diabetes insipidus is comimonest in the
male sex. They allude to the pedigree compiled by Weil,
senior and junior, of five generations consisting of 220
persons, of whom 35- (21 men and 14 women) had diabetes-
insipidus. They have also collected eleven other cases of
hereditary diabetes insipidus reported by Orts, Pain, Gee,
Marinesco, Lauritzen, Mcllraith, Jasse, Clay, Lacoimbe,
Hewson, and Lancercaux respectively. As in the cases
reported by Weil senior, who describes hereditary diabetes
insipidus as a " healthy disease " (gestnde krankiheit), the
writers' patients were able to follow their occupationi, felt
quite well, and reached old age. The symptomns usually
developed in infancy, sometimes later, became more
marked about the twenty-fifth year, and then (liminished.
The abundant excretion of water had lno effect upon the
heart. The blood pressure was normal. Weil senior
maintained that the- hereditary form of diabetes insipidus
should be separated from the acqtuired forlm, but the
present write-s hold that there are no distinguishing
features except heredity. Weil suggests that there is a
difference 'in prognosis, but, as- the- writers poitt out, in
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maly cases of diabetes insipidus in-which cerebi-al tumour,
cerebral syphiilis, tuLberculous meningitis, etc., can be ex-
cluded, the prognosis is also favourable. There are thus
many reseiyiblances betwveen diabetes insipidus and dia-
betes mellitns. In botlh tllere is an hereditary ancl a nion-
hereditary form, in both there is an en(locrine factor wlich
may come into play (hiypoplhysis, pancreas, etc.), and in
both it is possible to pro(luce the disease by experiments
on animals. It is further noteworthy that in Graves's
disease both polyuria and glycosuria may occur; that ini
the same family tllere miiay be cases of both diabetes
insipidus and diabetes mellitus; and, lastly, that recovery
from diabetes mellitus may be followed by diabetes
insipidus.

158. Subcutaneous Drop-infusion of Adrenaline.
STRUTBING (Deut. mned. Woch., April 28th, 1921), worling
under Professor Neisser at Stettin, has given suprarenin
or adrenaline by subcutaneouLs drop-infusion in about 50 to
60 cases of iimminent collapse iu diseases such as typhoid
fever and infltmenza. Administered by this method,
adrenaline does not act so promptly as when given by intra-
venous injection. On the other hand, greater continuity
of action is secured, and by the gradual adininistration of
adrenaline over a period of about eiglht to ten lhours, the
normal secretion of the suprarenals is closely inmitated.
The supply is regulated so that only about two drops pass
per minute into the subcutaneous tissues. In eight to ten
hours about 50 c.cm. of normal saline solution containing
6 to 10 mg. of Hochst's suprarenin can thus be given. The
author publishes illustrative cases, in one of which he
shows that though this method may appreciably raise the
blood pressure, it may have to be interrupted owing to
such symptoms as headache, giddiness, and nausea. One
of his cases was that of ani asthmatic, whose response to
the injections was remarkably prompt and satisfactory.

SUR(ERY.
159. Tuberculosis of Tonsils.

WELLER (Arch. Int. Mled., June 15th, 1921), from a study
of a series of 8,697 consecutive tonsillectomies, found the
incidence of active tonsil tuberculosis to be 2.35 per cent.
Of the 204 positive cases fenmales slightly preponderated,
the ages ranging from 2 to 59 years, the incidence in
various age groups depending largely on the character of
the population, being high in institutions for children and
among medical students and nurses. Three types were
noted, the most common being focal crypt infections
involVing one or more crypt areas only and avoiding the
lymph follicles, and usually being unilateral. The
majority were primary infections, though some were auto-
infections from tuberculosis of the respiratory tract.
Another type presented ulcerative lupus-like lesions from
the coalescence of crypt infections, or from direct exten-
sion from neighbouring surfaces. The third type was a
diffuse miliary tuberculosis, usually bilateral, the tubercles
being widely scattered almost exclusively in the follicles
and germ centres, being a haematogenous dissemination.
Mixed types were noted in patients with pulmonary tuber-
culosis, autoinfection being associated with haematogenous
miliary tuberculosis, giving a combination of crypt in-
fections with diffuse miliary tubercles. In the hope of
removing an active focus of dissemination in cases of
cervical or pulmonary tuberculosis it would appear to be
advisable to remove the tonsils in such cases.

163. Quartz Lamp Treatment of 'Rickets.
ERLACHER (iVien. klin. JJ'och., May 19th, 1921) states that
the effect of the quartz lamp on rickets was first system-
atically studied with the help of x rays by Huldschinsky,
who succeeded in curing with the ultra-violet rays all
degrees of rickets in children aged from 1 to 6 years
after twenty-two to twenty-six sittings. His observations
were confirmed by Potzig and Riedel. Recently Erlacher
himself has treated forty-two patients by this method, the
cases including early, well-developed, and chronic examples
of the disease in children aged from 1 to 7 years. Every
month comparative sliagrams ot the epiphyses of the
righit forearm were taken. At first the treatment was
applied every other day, and later daily, beginning with
the abdomen aud back, each of which was irradiated five
minutes at a time. 'fhe duration of the treatment was
then increased by two minutes, u-ntil it amounted to
fifteen minutes each for the a-bdomen and back. No bad
effects were observed. The children were either treated
as out-patients or admitted to hospital without any change
in their diet; no drugs were given, After four weeks'
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treatment the ski-agrams showed an increased deposit in
the osteoid tissue, and clinical improvement generally
occurre(d after six weelks' treatment. Spontaneous frac-
tures rapiidly united and(I osteotomies and(I osteoclasias
became consolidated with a firm callus ill four to six
+weeks' time. Erlacher conicludes that quartz lamp treat-
mllenit coinstitutes a cheap, convenient, and effective miiethod
of treating ricliets, an(d enables the p)ractitioner to dispense
with costly drugs the actioni of which is still uncertain.
Within a year a single lamp can, he considers, cure over
a thousand patients.

161. Parotid Enlargement of Auricular Origin.
REVERCHON AND WORMS (Rev. de lar., d'otol., et de rhinol.,
May 31st, 1921) describe two varieties of enlargement of
the parotid glan(d associated with otitis. In the first
variety a paitiful swelling of the parotid region resembling
mumps develops in the course of acute suppurative otitis
or during a recrudescence of clironic otitis. The
temperature is slightly raised, but there is no increase in
salivation. In a few days the swelling dimninisihes nuder
local antiphlogistic treatmnent but without disappearing
altogether, and(t the parotid enlargement becomes chlronic.
In such cases there is an inflammation of the periglandtular
cellular tissue and of the deep lymphatic glands iriibedded
in the parotid, but there is no inflammation of the parotid
gland itself. In the secon(d variety there is a true
inflammation of the parotid occurring in more or less
acute attacks in subjects of chronic otitis on the same
side as the affected ear. The attacks are characterized
by the dischlarge of an abundant saliva, associated with a
deep andl transient otalgia. The pathogeny in these cases
appears to depend on a nervous mechanism. The otitis is
associated with a neuritis of the nerve of Jacobsen, which
is mauirested by attaclks of pain followed by salivation,
and irritation of the auiriculo-temporal nerve gi-es rise to
inflammation of the parotid.

162. The Dangars of Lumbar Puncture In Pott's
Disease.

GUILLAIN and LAROCHE (Bull. et Mgn. Soc. lIkd. des IT6p.
de Pa-is, June 2nd, 1921) record five cases showing that
the spinal symptoms in Pott's disease may be aggravated
by lumbar puncture, althoughl apparently onlv a small
amount of cerebro-spinal fluid is witlidrawn. T!his occur-
rence is explained as follows: Lumbar puncture modifies
the tension of the cerebro-spinal fluid, the amount of
which removed is certainly more than is supposed, because
the fluid continues to escape into the epidural space after
the needle is withdrawn. Even when the puncture is
inade at some distance from the tuberculous lesions the
diminution in tension of the cerebro-spinal fluid may cause
an aspiration of the caseating substance, miiobilize the
bacilli, and produce circulatory disturbances in the con-
gested and oeedematous spinial cord. Although examina-
tion of the spilnal fluid in Pott's disease may sometitmies
furnish valuable information, the results are not always
indispensable for diagnosis, which may be established by
clinical examination accompanied by x rays, while the
therapeutic value of lumbar puncture in Pott's disease is
nil. Under these conditions the writers are of opinion
that in a patient with spinal symptoms the probable exist-
ence of Pott's disease is a contraiudication to lumbar
puncture.

1S3 Pneumococcal Peritonitis.
PROVINCIALI (La Pediatria, May. 1st, 1921) publishes two
cases of idiopathic pneumococcal peritonitis. (1) A child,
aged 8, with negative heredity, became suddenly i'll with
fever, vomiting, diffuse abdominal pain and hiccough,
much thirst, constipation followed by diarrhoea, and pro-
fuse sweating. Four days later the fever lessened anid the
abdomen began to swell; there were no thoracic symptoms.
When admitted into hospital ten days later the child pre-
sented a peritoneal facies; remains of herpes on the lips
and nose; no signs of pulmonary disease; some per-
carditis; no enlargement of liver or spleen; fluid in the
abdomen. Wassermann, typhoid, and paratyphoid tests
negative; von Pirquet faintly positive; polynuclear
leucocytosis; no albumin. Abdominal paracentesis gave
about 100 c.cm. of thick yellowish inodorous pus con-
taining Fraenkel's pneumococcus. Subsequent laparo-
tomy and withdrawal of about 2 litres of pus was followed
by cure in about two months. (2) 'A child, aged 9, with
similar symptoms, but no penicarditis. Laparotomy was
followed by collapse and death. Suggestive points in these
cases are the sudden onset, labial -herpes preceded by
coryza, polynuclear hyperleucocytosis, negative serum
tests, and presence of the pneumococcus in the pus.
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184. Spondylosis and Spondylitis.
ACCORDING to MODINOS (Paris med., May 28th, 1921), who
records three illustrative cases, the Marie-Struimpell or
rhizomelic type of spondylosis is characterized by (1) com-
plete welding- together of the vertebrae which occurs flrst.
at the lower half of the vertebral coltumn, and ossification
of the anterior annular ligaments and of the vertebral
discs; (2) ankylosis of the joints at the root of the limbs,
especially the hip-joint, with pain in the sacro-lumbar and
coccygeal regions, the pain -beinig. spontaneous and, in-.
creased by pressure and movenment; '(3) a series of radicular
symptoms due to compression of the roots of the'nerves
caused by narrowing of the vertebral foramina by bony
deformities giving rise to intercostal, brachial, or crural
neuralgia. Paraesthesia or hyperaesthesia has also been
observed in the limbs witlh flbrillary contractions, atrophy,
and reaction of degenerationi. In addition to the Marie-
Striimpell form is the type described by Bechterew of
chronic rigidity of the" vertebral column, in which the
rigidity begins above and gives rise to a cervico-dorsal
kyphosis witlh a tendency to spread downwards, contrary
to what is 'observed in rhizomelic spondylosis which
spreads from below upwvards.- This form is never
generalized and the limbs are not affected. In infective
or typhoid spondylitis, which was first described by
Gibney in 1889 and later by Osler in 1894, there is an
inflammation of thevertebral colunmn involving the peri-
osteuLm and ligaments rather than the bones. The usual
site of the lesions is the lumbar region. Clinically the
most constant symptom is pain, which radiates into the
lower part of the body and is accompanied by hyper-
aesthesia and exaggeration or abolition of the reflexes.
BANCHIERI (11 Policliinco, Sez. Prat., May 23rd, 1921)
records a case of rhizomelic spondylosis in a man, aged 48,
which was remarkable for its syphilitic etiology and the
occurrence of Froim's syndrome (xanthochronuia of the
spinal fluid and spontanieous coagulation shortly after it
had been withdrawn). Considerable improvement took
place under specific treatment.

165. Tuberculosis of the Knee.
SACCO (La Chirurg. degli Orqani di Movintento, April,
1921) contributes a statistical review of 402 cases of tuber-
culous disease of the knee seen in hospital between 1907
and 1920. Of these, 237 were male and 165 female. In the
'male the right side was more often affected, and-in the
female the left side. A tuberculous family history was
only obtained in 6 per ceint. of the cases. The two epochs
in which the disease reaches its greatest frequency are
between 6-10 years and between 16-20 years, w--. ith a slight
predominance of the latter period. Cervical adenitis alnd
pleurisy figure rather prominently as predisposing condi-
tions. Amongst the symptoms mention is made of hypo-
trophy of the limb, swelling of the knee, flexion, pain,
subluxation of the tibia, etc. Exact pathological data were
secured in 69 resections; of these, 37 showed a prevalence
of bony lesions, 13 of synovial, and 12 mlixed. Sinuses
were noted in 13 per cent. of the cases, mrdtly on the
anterior aspect. Flexion was by far the commonest de-
formity. 220 cases were treated by immobilization and
general treatlmlent, and 182 were operated upon. Of 69
resections the results were: 41 with rectilinear ankylosis
and perfect consolidation, 8 with fibrous ankylosis and
sinuses, 4 ended in amiputation, 2 in disarticulation at the
hip, 3 in death, alnd 11 in bad positions. Operations to
correct deformity (osteotomies) were almost all successful.
Even after apparent cure it is very difficult tobe sure that
tuberculosis of the knee will not become active again. The
author estiimiates that, as far as could be traced, about
'70 per cent. of his cases treated with immobilization
remained cured.

166. Non-operative and Post-operative Treatment
of Cancer.

PFAHLER (Therapeuttic Gazette, June 15th, 1921) discusses
the treatment of cancer byother means than excision, and
its post- operative treatment by x rays or radium. In skin
cancer the basal cell epitheliomata can all be cured by
massive doses of x rays or radium sufficient to destroy all
the cancer cells at once. In cancer of the mucous mem-
branes, epithelioma of the lip is best treated by local
destruction with electro-coagulation, followed by thorough
radiation with x rays. If excision is adopted, thorough
post-operative x-ray treatment should follow. Epithelio-
mata elsewlhere in the month should receive combined
x-ray and radium treatment,--and at times local destruction
with electro-coagulation, and in some instances excision
,of the cheek or half the lower jaw. The ideal treatment
of breast cancer consists of an ante-operative course of
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x rays to devitalize and destroy the. cancer cells, followed
by as complete and radical an excision as though no x-ray
treatment had been given, and, as soon as practicable
after the operation, a further treatment by a rays. Recur-
rences and metastases will generally yield to thorough
radiation. In inoperable primary inammary carcinoma
ra(liation affords a reasonable chance of success, the x rays
being applied from all angles, followed in twvo or three
weeks by the introduction of radinum need.les. In doubtful
or inoperable carcinoma of the uterus thorough radiation
gives more satisfactory results than any other method,
large masses of nlalignant disease completely disappearing,
under radium treatm4e'nt internally, and tlhorough radiation
by the deepest x rays externally. In operative cases
thorough radiation of the pelvis decreases the liability
to recurrence. Each case should have the advantage of
co-operation between the gynaecologist and radiologist in
order to obtain the best results.

OBSTETRICS AND GYNAECOLO&Y.
167. Active Treatment of Febrile Abortion.

HEBERER (Zentralbl. f. Gyndk., June 18th, 1920) reports
that since 1919 at the Dresden Frauenklinik all cases of
pyrexia following abortion have bee'n treated. in the
absence of demonstrable adnexal or peritoneal inflam-
mation, by immediate operation, the remnants of gesta-
tion being removed by digital manipulation followed
by careful scraping with the blunt curette. The results'
have been better than those formerly obtained by' ex-
pectant 'treatment, when 'curetting was deferred till
the fifth to eighth day afte'r disappearance of pyrexia.
A report is given- of fifty cases, in which bacteriolodical
examinations were made of the blood, the uterint contents
and the placenta-the latter after fixation in formalin and
staining of soctions. The cases, eight in number, in which
haemolytic streptococci were found in the blood. showed
no increased severity as co,npared with others. The
placenta contained streptococci in sixteen instances,
staphylococci in seven, and other organisms or mixtures of
organisms in fifteen. As an argument against the con-
tention of the advocates of expectant treatment that
curetting may be responsible for ingress of bacteria into
.the blood and lymphatic circulations, it is noteworthy that
only in two cases (respectively of staphylococcal and ot
B. coli infection) could bacteria be found in blood cultures
made three days after operation, whereas in forty-three
cases blood cultures made on admission gave positive
results. Heberer disagrees with those who have sought in
bacteriological examination of the blood or uterine con-
tents, especially with regard to the presence of haenmolytic
streptococci, to find indications determining prognosis
or the propriety of active as against exlpectant treatment;
those cases take the most favourable course, he finds, which
have received operative treatment at the earliest moment.

168. Gynaecomasty.
ACCORDING to FOUCHET (.JoIurn. de maid. et de chir. prat.,
June 10th, 1921), gynaecomasty, or hypertrophy of the
mammary glanid in the male appearing at puberty, is an
extremely rare affection. Heredity and certain diatheses
such as scrofula appear to be predisposing causes. It is
observed more frequently in certain coulntries, such as
Russia and Brazil, than in others. The essential cause is
a congenital or acquired testicular lesion, such as crypt-
orchism, testicular atrophy following syphilis, mumps or
trauma, or unilateral or bilateral castration. The patho-
geny of gynaecomasty is as follows: The interstitial cells
of the testes secrete and discharge into the blood strealm
at puberty a hormone causing growth of the breasts.
Normally the action of this hormone is destroyed by the
inhibitory action of the testes, but if there is a congenital
or acquired testicular lesion gynaecomastia develops. The
condition is not a seiious one, as no cases of secondary
malignant growth have been recorded. In a few instances
secretion of milk occurs. Administration of testicular
extract has no effect, and surgical treatment alone is of,

value.

169. Operation for Vesico-vaginal Fistula.
CATES (Amer. Journ. of Surg., June, 1921) describes an
operation suitable for vesico-vaginal fistula situated high
up towards the fornix, and when the vagina is flxed in a
mass of cicatricial tissue. By a circular incision around
the fistula, partly through scar tissue, and extending into
normal vaginal mucosa below, a funnelahaped cuff of

tissue is dissected- towards, but stopping short of, the
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flstula. This is tied tightly near the stem of the funnel
with No. 1 catgut, the excess of the cuff being cut away,
and the tied stump buried under the new surfaces with
two rows of purse-string catgut sutures. A catheter may
be kept in the bladder for a few days, though this may not
be necessary. In the case described the wound healed
well, and two or three years later the patient was enltirely
rid of the nuisance the fistula had previously caused her.

170. Intra-abdominal Radium Applications for
Uterine Cancer.

PROUST and MALLET (Buill. et Mefm. de la Soc. de Chiir.,
June 21st, 1921) describe a modification of Schwartz's
method of treating inoperable cancer of the uterus by
placing within the broad ligaments, after laparotormy,
needles containing radium emianation.. They use. small
tubes, each containing a quantity of radium salt equivalent
to 2 mg. of radium elemeuit, and covered by -a p-rotecting
filter; at the same time they perform ligature of the
internal iliac arteries. Through each`of the peritoneal
incisions made for this purpose two flexible rubber tubes
containing the radium at their -distal ends are passed
downwards and forwards into the base of the broad liga-
ment, and the incisions are closed by purse-stringt
sutures. The uterus being drawn baclwards, incisions
are now made on each side in the peritoneum, 2 cm.
external to the border of the uterus, and about 0.5 cm.
below the round ligament; the folds of the broad liga-
ment and the vesico-uterine fold being separated by meanis
of artery forceps introduced through the incisions, three
-tubes of radium contained in soft rubber tubes are left
within the vesico-uterine connective tissue on each side.
The proximal ends of the rubber tubes are allowed to
protrude at the lower angle of the abdominal wound, and
the tubes are withdrawn after ninety-six hours.

171. Premature Placental Detachment.
FRANKL and BIESS (Arch. f. Gyn&k., 1921, cxiv, 2) during
twelve years found premature placental detachment in
34 cases (0.096 per cent.), of wlhich 32 pei: cent. affected
primiparae, 54 per cent. were severe, and 27 per cent. fatal.
History or signs of gonorrhoea were absent, but 57 per
cent. of the cases exhibited albuminuria. In two instances
free blood was found post mortem in the peritoneal cavity;
it is suggested that this entered through the abdominal
oetia of the tubes as a consequence of increased intra-
uterihe pressure. With regard to treatment, rupture of
the tnembranes is described as a two-edged sword, which
by diminishing the intrauterine pressure may lead to
fresh bleeding, but which when the external or internal
haemorrhage is not too severe, or when labour is mode-
rately far advanced, may be of great service. Abdominal
section should be performed in severe cases.

PATHOLOGY.

172. Changes in the Cerebro-spinal Fluld in
Early Syphilis.

RONIGSTEIN and SPIEGEL (JVien. klin. Ifoch., Jnne 16th,
1921) remark that the cerebro-spinal fluid in the early
stages of syphilis, even when there are no clinical nervous
symptoms, shows changes similar to those found in
cerebro-spinal syphilis and general paralysis. As hitherto
no systematic comparative investigations have been made
correlating the changes in the cerebro-spinal fluid with
those in the central nervous system, the writers examined
31 cases, con-sisting of 4 of acquired syphilis in adults,
26 of congenital syphilis in infants, and one foetus, with
-the following results: When the cerebro-spinal fluid was
positive, changes were found in the central nervous system,
especially the meninges; the spinal cord was always
"affected to a greater or less extent. When the cerebro-
spinal fluid was negative, the spinal cord was always
normal, though in one case meningeal infiltrations were
found over the cerebellum, and in another case over the
cerebral hemispheres. In clhildren the Wasserman-n
reaction was more frequently positive than in adults when
lyniphocytosis was scanty or absent.

173. Etiologlcal Conception or Lethargic EncephaLlitis.
As a result of their extensive researches LEVADITI,
;IARVIER, and NICOLAU (C. R. Soc. Biologie, July 2nd, 1921)
,>Wear to have arrived at a sound conception of the etiology
of lethargic encephalitis. Four tyypes of virus have been
encountered and experimented upon: (1) The salivary
virus of healthy subjects; inoculated on to a rabbit's

304 1

cornea it either produces no effect at all or it gives rise to
a kerato-conjunctivitis of variable intensity; it cannot be
carried indefinitely from cornea to cornea, and it never
gives rise to a fatal encepihalitis. (2) The salivary virus of
healthy carriers; this is distinguished from the preceding
virus in that it is transmissible indefnitely from cornea to
cornea, and that it gives rise not olnlv to a keiatitis, but to
a fatal encephalitis. (3) The virus of herpes; this has been
isolated froimi corneal and fromii labial herpes, and, except
for its lesser virulence, cannot be distinguished from the
virus of encephalitis. (4) The virus of lethargic encephal-.
itis; this is obtainable from the hairs of patients who have
succumbed .to encephalitis, or from their nasopharyngeal
secretionis durincg life. Taliing each of these in turn, and
working out their cross-irnmunity reactions, they have
reached thie conclusion that these four types of virus are
of the same nature, though of unequal virulence; they are
related to eaclh other in much the samo way as are the
more or less patbogenic types of 6treptococcus, meningo-
coccus, or pneunmococcus. It miust be admitted, therefore,
that previous to the epidemics of encephalitis the virus of
the disease already existed in the saliva in such mani-
festations as herpes and the herpetic anginas. Owing to a
progressive increase in the virulpnce of the organism it has
acquired the new faculty of being able to attack cells of
the nervous system, with the consequent appearance of
lethargic encephalitis.

174. Fractional Examination of the Gastric Juice
after a Test Meal.

CHIASSERINI (II Policlinico, Sez. Prat., May 9th, 1921)
examined specimens of the gastric contents removed at
intervals of ten, fifteen, twenty, and thirty minutes in
the couLrse of two to three hours after a test meal. The
patients, who were 30 in number, had been admitted to,
hospital for various gastro-duodenal affections. The object
was to determine the condition of the total acidity and the
free hydrochloric acid at various stages of gastric digestion.
This fractional method of gastric analysis was first em-
ployed by Hayemii in 1905, but was only used on a large
scale by Rehfuss -and his collaborators Bergheim- and
Hawk in 1914, who inade use of a special tube which had
the advantage that once introduced into tlle stomach it
could remain in situ for two to three hours, during which
samples of the gastric contents could be withdrawn with'
out discomfort to the patient. Chiasserini caine to the
conclusion that the.method of fractional examination of
the gastric juice represented a prooress over the ordinary
method of gastric analysis because it enabled one to follow
the entire cycle of gastric digestion. His results,however,
were not so definite as those obtained by Rehfuss and his
-collaborators, probably owing to the absence of the special
-tube employed by these investigators.

175. Pressure of the Bile Secretion in Man.
ROBITSCHEK and TUROLT (Wien. klin. lVoch., June 2nd,
1921) measured the pressure of the bile secretion in
patients in whom drainage of the hepatic duct had been
performed 'Owing to' obstruction of the common bile duct.
A dralinage tube which was sewn into the hepatic duct was
connected with a vertical glass tubb with a diameter of
5.5 cm., and it -was found that the bile reached a height
of 210-270 mm. The height to which the bi-le rose
depended upon the secretory power of the liver cells, the
intra-abdominal pressure and the contractility of tle
musculature of the bile ducts. Physostigmine and pilo-
carpine raised the pressure, and papaverine lowered it.

176. Pregnancy and the Wgassermann Reaction.
OPITZ in a preliniinary communication (Zentrclbl. f.
Gyniik., June 4th, 1921) records his opinionithiat the results
of systematicperformance of the Wassermann test for
detection of syphilis in the pregnanftir parturient are not
worth the trouble ancl the expense involved the history
and ordinary clinical' examination are more reliable. Of
250 pregnant women in whomi the Sachs-Georgi and the
Wassermann tests were performed (the latter according to
the original method and also-by Stern'e odification) eight
only were certainly syphilitic; nevertheless, according ta
the results of Wassermnann's or the Sachs-Georgi reaction,
nine, and according to the results of Stern's test, sixteen
of the remaining 242 healthy subjects were luetic. Retro-
placental blood gave one of the syphilitic reactions in
eiglhteen of the lion-syphilitic cases. In two instances
only among thle eiglht syphilitic cases did blood talken from
the umbilical venouLs bloodgive a positive Wassermann or
Sachs-Georgi reaction. The author is investigating the
comparative frequency of a positive complement-deviation
test in healthy pregnant and non-pregnant subjects.
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